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Ma Khin Mar Soe

Myanmar — She advocates, We have rights

Twitter

She rebuilt her life after the tsunami. She helps migrant workers to rebuild theirs. She is Ma
Khin Mar Soe. She is We. #£DD18 #SheisWe % https://eudevdays.eu/sheiswe/stories/ma-
khin-mar-soe

Facebook
She rebuilt her life after the tsunami. She helps migrant workers to rebuild theirs. She is Ma
Khin Mar Soe. She is We. #£DD18 #SheisWe % https://eudevdays.eu/sheiswe/stories/ma-

Story

The waves took everything away. Ma Khin Mar Soe arrived from her native Myanmar just a few
months before the tsunami of December 2004. She fled poverty and dictatorship to work in the
dynamic and touristic coasts of Thailand. However, she only found devastation and despair in the
aftermath of the tsunami. In natural disasters, migrant workers are always among the most
vulnerable and the less resilient.

A local NGO rescued her and other migrants, all victims of the tsunami. Thanks to this vital relief, Ma
Khin Mar Soe could start building her life again in Thailand. She decided to give back, she volunteered
in the very same NGO that helped her and quickly became a respected representative of her local
migrant community. So much that she got offered capacity building and empowerment trainings.

“I feel concerned by every matter in my community because women must stand up for our common
challenges.” For more than decade now, the trainings have given Ma Khin Mar Soe the tools to
tirelessly advocate in her community for women’s rights and empowerment and migrant workers’
rights. Today, with the hope that the situation in Myanmar will soon allow her to come back home,
she continues to work hard on construction sites and rubber plantations and split her free time
between her family and her cause. #SheisWe.

Link: http://www.ifrc.org/en/what-we-do/migration/rights-of-migrants-in-action/
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